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Not a Kobo increase in Fuel Pricel

othing cantestify to man'shestia
N ity towardsfellow man asthecur
rent attempt by the Goodluck
Jonathan’sregime attempt to further in-
crease the price of petrol. Nothing isas
wicked as this program and it has fully
exposed thetrueface of theregimetothe
overwheming mgjority.
Coming at atimewhen theoverwhem-
ing majority areliving in abject poverty

with nohopeinsight, largenumbersare

livingonlessthan $2.00aday. Thiswill no
doubt be adeath blow to many in Nigeria

Unemployment hasreached record lev-
els, factoriesareclosing down by the day,
massmigrationistaking placefromthe
rural areasthat arenow poverty centersto
thecities, al infrastructures collapsing—
road, schools, &tc.

A regimeof poverty wagesandterrible
working conditionsnow reigninthefacto-
riesand work placesround the country.

Thegap between therich and the poor
isnow so huge to the extent that it was
recently confirmed that |essthan 6 % of
bank depositorsown 88% of al bank de-
positsin Nigeria. Theremaining 94% of
depositorsmainly theworking peopleand

poor own about 12% of bank depositsin
Nigeria

Why would thisnot bewhen senators,
governors, reps, etc, in Nigeriaareearn-
ing much morethan the president of the
USA; when so-called elected menin Ni-
geriaconsumealargeand growing part of
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theoveral incomeof the country.
Despitethepoverty intheland, Nigeria
issaid to haverecorded over $247 billion
GDP, with over $36 hillioninforeignre-
serves, and an estimated $180 billion ex-
pected fromtotal saleof oil thisyear.
Inessence, thereispoverty inthemidst

of abundance. Thisreflectsextreme cru-
dty.

We havewitnessed over 18 fuel price
increasesin Nigeriaand thearguments of
the proponentsremain the same sincethe
1970s Thisconfirmstheextremeshallow-
nessof thevariousregimesrepresenting
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theinterestsof theNigerian ditesand their
imperidist magters.

No subsidy on fuel!

Theclaim of subsidy istopmost onthe
lips of the agents of government calling
forincrementinfuel prices. They claim
that an unnamed caba ismilking the coun-
try viasubsidy. They comeupwithal sorts
of figurestojudtify their claims.

However, intheir desperation, they put
forward argumentsthat aretotaly illogi-
ca; they liewith easeand put forward fig-
uresthat never add up whenever they are
subjected toindependent investigation.

They raisedarmthatif ‘subsidy’ isnot
withdrawnthecountry will collgpse. How-
ever, thereare so many factsavailableto
debunk all these shallow andillogical ar-
guments.

In 1978, they claimed there was sub-
sidy when petrol was sold a 15 kobo; to-
day, 2011, they till dlaimthereissubsidy
after an over 4,300 % increment; how
come?Whenwill therebeno subsidy?By
how many timeshavethewagesof Nige-
rianworkersbeen increased sincethen?

Continued on page2

Oppose The Privatization & Liquidation of PHCN!

®PHCN top Management & Ministers not Workers Responsible for Darkness!

urrently, magjor attacks have been

launched by the Goodluck regime

againgt PHCN workers. Soldiers
have taken over al the power stations,
transmission stations and major PHCN
officesnationwideand leadersof the power
sector unionswerearrested for somedays
andaredl onthewatchlist. Theplanisto
‘wind down’ PHCN by thefirst quarter of
2012,

PHCN workershad embarked ona2-
day striketo protest these assaullts, it was
thisthat forced the government to release
the union officersbut thearmed teke over
and other atrocitiesaredtill continuing.

A mgor misnformationand propaganda

INSIDE

Reingtateall Victimized Dangote
PastaWorker s!
Page 3

SadhwanisWorkers SruggleNine
monthsafter
Page 3

Egypt: SCAF-organised elections
will not satisfy aspirationsof the
masses
Page 4

FreeHealthcare Services—Nigeria
vsVenezuelan Example
Page 5

Labour PartyintheFutureof
NigeriansWorkers Palitical
Alternatives
Page 5

Support LASU Sudents Sruggle
against FeeHikes!
Page 8

Support theASUU Srike!
Page 8

GbemigaAlabi

war has also been declared on PHCN
workers. Several paid advertshave been
placed in major newspapersin Nigeria
combinedwith severd publicationsagainst
PHCN workers.

All of asudden thevictimsbecamethe
accused. PHCN workershaveall of asud-
den becomeresponsiblefor thecrisisof
the power sector in Nigeria.

Thetruth about thereal situation must
betold to the Nigerian massesthat areon
thereceiving end and whowouldinevita:
bly suffer the consequences of theseim-
posed draconian programmes.

Privatization, Deregulation &
Anti Workers Programs

Currently, thesdeof the power stations
has commenced secretly. Several power
stations, transmission stationsand district
officesin Nigeriahave been‘willed’ se-
cretly tocriminal gangswho havenotech-
nical capabilitiesand who arefrontsfor
corrupt government officiasand Nigerian
rulingelites.

Thegovernment isconscioudly under-
vauing variousPHCN infragtructuresna-
tionaly inorder to disposethem cheaply
tothemselves.

Already tariffshavebeenincreased and
further increase would take place very
soon. Private companiesarebeing brought
in to take over the revenue section of
PHCN.

Thegovernment hasnot doneanything
to addressthe question of inhuman condi-
tions of work in PHCN till date.
Casualization of labour isstill in place;
therearethousands of casual workersin
PHCN who are placed under inhuman
conditionswithvery low wagesandnojob
guarantees.

Theseworkersareresponsiblefor sev-
eral important jobsfrom manning power
dationstofinding power faultsto collect-
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ing revenue. Of course, aworker placed
under inhuman conditionscan never be of
good behaviour.

The 50 percent wage increase agreed
to by government isyet to beimplemented
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inspiteof promises.

All theseand morewereresponsblefor
the PHCN workersconcern andin order
toimplement thevariousanti-people pro-
grams, which the workers oppose, the

Goodlud<bnathan reglmedeadedtobnng

' ersand repressthem.

That they brought inthesoldiersbecause
of BokoHaramisabiglie. Hereagain, we
can seethat theregimeisnot truly inter-
ededinfightingindividud terrorism. They
arerather interestedinexplaitingit tore-
pressthe massesand chest the people.

Soldierswerebrought in to safeguard
theongoing privatization and deregulaion
process. They arehanding over the power

) plantsand other propertiestotheir cronies
| andthey intend toincrease power tariffs
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These processes would lead to job
lossesand amoreterrible power Stuation.

Who are responsible for
darkness?

Over the years, the government has
bombarded Nigerianswith severa reasons
for the crisisin the power sector. Many

Continued on page?2

Nigerian Economy: Thel mpending Catastrophe

Ithough the Nigerian economy has

beenofficidly growing at over 6%

for the past 5 years, the poverty
ratekegpsincressing; youth unemployment
has risen to an unprecedented 47% and
over 80 per cent of Nigerian youth don’t
have more than asecondary school cer-
tificate.

Infrastructureiscollapsing with power
generation hovering between 1,000 to
3,500 mega-watts, when Nigeriaactually
needs over 75,000 mega-wattsto power
itssze. Out of over 160,000 kilometresof
secondary and tertiary roadsin Nigeria,
withanaverageregigtered network of 4,000
kilometresper sate, only about 10-15 per
centispaved. Whilealarge proportion of
thisnetwork remainsin poor or very poor
conditionwith only 15 per cent of federal
roadsingood condition.

“Itissad tonotethat rurd roads, which
aregtatutorily referredtoasloca govern-

OlaBalogun

ment roadswhich congtitutesabout 132,000
kilometres(67.7 per cent) of theentireroad
networksin Nigeriaistheworst hit by this
dateof disrepair.” (Rurd Accessand Mo-
bility Project, RAMP).

Per capital incometoday islessthan
per capitaincomeinthe 1960's, withthe
real wagesof Nigerian workersnow less
than 35% of what itwasinthe70's.

WithaGini-coefficient of 0.57, Nigeria
hasone of themost unequal distributions
of incomeintheworld. Nigeriahasa78%
illiteracy level and despite having 70% of
its55 millionworkforceintheagriculturd
sector, Nigeriaisanet importer of staple
foods, domestic production of rice has
never been ableto meet thedemand, lead-
ing to considerableimportswhich today
stand at about 1,000,000 metric tonnes
yearly. Theimportsare procured on the
world market with Nigeriaspending annu-

aly over US$300 milliononriceimports
done.

Nigeriaisamaritimestatewith acoadt-
line measuring approximately 853
kilometres; of the 36 states of thefedera-
tion, ninearelocated on the coast where
the waves of the Atlantic Ocean lap
against theland and yet Nigeriaimports
between 700,000 and 900,000 metric
tonnesof fishannually to partially meet a
shortfall of 1,800,000 metric tonnes,
thereby spending $800million annually on
fishimports.

Nigeria, which was once the second
exporter of tinintheworld hascompletely
destroyed thisindustry. What ismost un-
fortunate about thisstatisticsisthat al this
ishappening at atimewhen Nigeriaissad
to begrowing a animpressverateof over
6%. Thisgrowthislargely driven by oil
exportsand commerce. Thebig question

Continued on page3
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How can there be subsidy when the
funds used to pay for thefuel iscoming
fromthesdeof fuel bothlocaly andin-
ternationaly?

One of the most guarded secretsin
Nigeriatoday istheactual price of fuel
fromtheforeignrefineriesitisacquired
fromand theinternal working of theen-
tire il sector both upstream and down-
stream. Thereasonsfor thisarenot far-
fetched from thefact that if thetruthis
knowntherewould bearevolt.

Thegovernment agentshavebeen giv-
ing conflicting figuresof thecost of sub-
sidy, varying between N1 trillionto N3
trillionfor last year. However, thenationd
assembly declared that it wasactually to
thetuneof N450billionfor last year. The
questioniswhat wasthe source of that
fund? The N450 billion came from oil
sales, so how can that be subsidy?

In spite of the conscious attempt to
cover up theworkings of the entire oil
sector and confusethe public, wecan il
seetheredlities of the situation. These
reditiesfurther confirm that the various
regimesareout to milk themassestotheir
bonesfor profit. They continuetotax fuel
inorder to makemoney.

Nigeriaproducesail viathe oil multi-
nationasfor both internal and external
consumption. 445,000 barrelsper day are
dlocatedtointerna consumptionanditis
to beforwarded to the domestic refiner-
ies. Thisisnot part of the country’sOPEC
oil quotaof over 2.5 million barrels per

day.

Not a Koboincreasein Fud Pricel

However, thenationd refinerieshave
al been sabotaged. Since 2003, thisquota
isheing sold ontheinternationa market
withtheinitia undergtanding that itspro-
ceedswill beusedto pay for thecountry’s
fuel importation.

Prior to 2003, the 445,000 barrelsper
day issoldto NNPC at near production
priceandif theNigerian refinerieswere
downitisexportedtoforeignrefineries
and the country just paysfor the cost of
refining. Therefined productsarebrought
back.

However, inorder tomakemuchmore
money thismethod wasabandonedinthe
interestsof themultinationalsand thevery
richin Nigeria. All the Nigerian refiner-
ies have since been grounded and the
government isplanning on selling them
cheaply.

Thetotal sale of the 445,000 barrels
per day for this year alone amountsto
about $14 billions at $90.00 per barrel.
Thisismorethan enough to pay for the
importation of al thecountry’sfuel.

Petrol iscurrently sold at N65.00 per
liter and thispriceactualy coversthecost
of importation and il givesprafit toboth
the government and the oil giantsdoing
theimportation.

Theclaimsof the government agents,
PPPRA, that thelanding cost of petrol is
N128.00 per liter isextremely fraudul ent.
Asa October 2011, whenthefiguresthey
put on their web sitewere added there-
sult was|essthan N15.00 per liter. They

haverecently edited theweb site.

However, just recently, another gov-
ernment agency, the DPR, recently made
adlip by revealing that landing cost of
petrol isactually N48.00 per liter.

A lot of fraudulent figures and pro-
cessesareadded in order to inflatefig-
uresto givetheimpressionthat thereis
subsidy. For instance, fuel ship tankers
areawaysto berthin Nigerian port for
twoweeksafter arrival at theportinor-
der to increase the demurrage charge.
Thisisinspiteof thefact that demurrage
chargesfor tankersof fud inNigeriadarts
fromtheday theshipisloaded with fuel
intheforeignrefinery.

Fuel importers(fuel cabal) pay these
dubiousand inflated government charges
per importation. Thesefundsarethenre-
funded back to them after theentireim-
portation process, all these to give the
impressonthat thereisfue subsidy.

A hell lot of corrupt practicesgo on
withinthishighly fraudulent process. For
instance, the fuel importers do alot of
over invoicing. They inflatethevolume
of fuel they plantoimport; pay thecharges
for that volume of fuel but import less
than what they declared. They paid back
thefundsfor the government chargesfor
theinflated volume. They make money
fromboth ends, fromthegovernment and
fromsdlingthefuel toNigerians.

Thisisaopen secret whichthe PPPRA
also acknowledgesbut refused to act on
in spite of thefact that itissupposed to

have power to bring the crooksto book.

Anyhow we consider theissue, there
arenosubgdiesonfud inNigeria; fud is
paidfor fromthesaeof the 445,000 bar-
rels per day domestic allocation to the
international market and thedirect sale
of fuel tothepublic at adirect pricecur-
rently higher thanitsactual cost.

Workers Wages, Devaluation
& Fuel prices

Thewholeessenceof fuel priceincre-
ment isto shift the burden of the crisis
created by the eliteson the heads of the
working people. Itisto suck moreblood
fromthevensof theworking massesand
hasnothingto dowith subsidies.

The Nigerian government has been
taxing fuel over theyearsasameansof
making money. They donot cal ittaxin
publicthat iswhy the preferred termis

s

subsidy inorder to deceivetheworking
people.

The government over the years has
imposed seriesof IMF/World Bank eco-
nomic policiespart of whichisfue price
increment.

They devaluethe nairaasameans of
cutting the actua wagesof workers. De-
vauationisusualy followed by increase
inthepricesof goodsand servicesabove
their corresponding value.

Thisiswhy inspiteof thehigher quan-
tity of nairanotesthat workersearnto-
day, Nigerianworkersinthe 70s & 80s
actually earned morethan theworkersof
today.

The current attempt to increase fuel
pricesiscoming somefew months after
the increase in the national minimum

Continued on page6
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thereforeis*what will happenwhenthe
price of oil crashes and the income
crumbles?”

The rising debt

TheObasanjoregime, inan extremely
dubiousded of April 2006, celebrated the
exit of Nigeriafrom debt entanglement,
which was then estimated at 35 billion
dollars. The celebration alone cost 2.4
hillion Nairaand hewasbesting hischest
asaman who has done theimpossible.
Lessthan5years|ater, Nigerian debt has
risen to 39 billion dollars, afigure that
clearly surpassestheearlier figure.

Thesdgnificant differencebetweenthe
present debt and the earlier oneisinits
composition. Whilethepreviousdebt was
predominantly foreign, the current debt
dructureleansmoretowardsthe domes-
ticcreditors; only 5hillion dollarsisfor-
eignheld, whiletheremaining 34 billion
isdomestic. Thoughthisisdtill lessthan
25% of GDP, it givesapointer to what
awaitstheNigerian economy inthecom-
ing period and thisexplainswhy thereis
s0 much panic among the Nigeriaruling
class.

Withinthisdebt figureis 16 billiondol-
lars alocated to power generation but
pocketed by Obasanjo during histenure;
itincludesamogt 100 billion nairareport-
edly embezzled by Governor Daniel and
Governor Akala, the 152 billion naira
fraudinvolving Bankole. The EFCCin-
vestigationsshow that Bankole has spent
someof thesecorruptly acquired fundsto
commence construction of high profile
propertiesand to purchasethe 32-storey
NITEL buildinginLagos. Heiscurrently
developingaN7 hillionresortintheAkodo
areaof Lekki. Arisekolaand other Nige-
riabillionaireshad their namespublished
inmany public mediain 2006 asdebtors
tomogt of the distressed Nigerian banks,
and many of them still continue owing
these banksand the response of the Gov-
ernment then was to provide public
money to bail out these banks.

Itisalsoof interest toremind ourselves
that many bank CEOslike Akingbolaof
Intercontinental bank and Ibru of Oce-
anic bank were spending depositors
money ontheir variouspersona projects,
which led to many of these banks col-

lapsing after the first 2007 shock that
rocked the stock exchange. Thegovern-
ment bailed out thesebankswith over 5.3
trillion nairaof public money and conse-
quently it formed part of thisdomestic
debt that the Nigerianruling classisask-
ing Nigeria smassesto bear the burden

Another sgnificant portion of thisdebt
isowed to contractorswho areconstruct-
ingand repairing roads. Thishasraiseda
lot of questionsfrom Nigerians, which
roads are being constructed and which
onesarebeing repaired?

Therefore, a booming Nigerian
economy hasonly widened the gap be-
tween the extremely rich minority and
overwhelming poor majority of Nigerian
working masses. Whilethisaccelerates
theaccumulation of immensewealthin
the hands of ahandful, it pushes many
more peopleintotheabyssof poverty and
want; it robsthe poor to pay therich. It
cdlsonthedready impoverished maor-
ity totighten their beltsand be prepared
for hard times, whiletheever diminish-
ingfat catscontinueto grow fat. It scares
peoplewithrising debt, whilechanneing
thepublicwedlthinto private pockets. We
aregoing through aboom, which decep-
tively presents hillionaires Dangote,
Akingbolaand Ibru’ sprivate debt aspub-
lic debt, so asto swindle the people of
thelir public property.

Doesthismean that the Nigerian rul-
ing classisjust playing gamesanditsfu-
tureisrosy?Obvoudy not! Thereispanic
writtenal over their faces. They areev-
eryday losing confidencein their capa-
bility to manage theincoming tsunami;
they can seeit coming but they unfortu-
nately see themselves powerlessto do
anythingto prevent it, becauseaongthe
path of capitalismthereisno solutionto
the catastrophethat isfast approaching.
They cansee Tunisia, Egypt and Greece
showing them their future but what can
they dotoavoidthis?

Although, theNigerianruling classis
oneof themost inept and most inefficient
ruling classesintheworld, it hasavery
close and cordia relationship with its
western masters; and its master in the
western countries definitely must have
informed them that with recessonin Eu-

rope and significant slowdown in
America, whichwill inevitably negatively
affect the Chinese economy, itisjust a
matter of timebeforethepriceof ail plum-
mets. Thecrashing of oil pricesinterna
tionally is currently on the agendaand
thisclearly explainswhy theNigeriarul-
ing classisserioudy panicking. It under-
standsquite correctly that unlikeinthe
80'sand 90's, thereisno easy cashto be
doled out by theIMF and World Bank if
Nigeriaisfinancialy stranded. Western
banksareill battlingwiththeir lossesin
Greece and Italy and are not in a very
nice position to carelessly hand-out
money to an economy with ableak fu-
ture.

All thislimitsthe availableroom for
manoeuvring unlikeinthe past and this
clearly explainswhy theeconomic policy
of Goodluck, as dictated by the IMF
through Okonjo Iwedla, istakingonthis
aggressveform. Thedesperationto com-
pletely deregulatecil and gas, theaggres-
sive sales of public property through
privatization, cutsin education and pub-
lic health, and the recent campaign for a
Sovereign Wealth Fund, are policies
aimed at saving the decaying capitalist
systemat theexpenseof theoverwhelm-
ingmgjority of Nigerians.

Sovereign Wealth Fund and
the IMF agenda

A sovereign wealth fund (SWF) isa
state-owned investment fund composed
of financia assats such asstocks, bonds,
property, preciousmetalsor other finan-
cid insruments. Sovereignwealth funds

invest globally. Some of them have
grabbed atention making badinvesments
inseveral Wall Street financial firmsin-
cluding Citigroup, Morgan Stanley, and
Merrill Lynch. Thesefirmsneeded acash
infusion duetolossesresultingfrommis-
management and the subprime mortgage
crisis. Mot SWFsarefunded by foreign
exchange assets. How doesthisfitinto
theNigerianruling class spopular dogan
of “ Government has no business doing
business’?If itisin the interest of the
ordinary Nigerians, Government will have
no businessdoing business; if itisinthe
interest of therich and their Western back-
ers, Government will haveavery strong
reasonto do business.

Thegloba economiccrisshasdictated
this dramatically laughable change of
policy of thel MFWorld bank towardsthe
“thirdworld” countries. TheIMFisno
longer satisfied with massive sales of
public propertiesat take away pricesin
thenameof privatizations; itisnolonger
satisfied with huge cutsin public spend-
ing that further impoverishesthemgjority
of Nigerians; theIMF has conveniently
added to these policies the Sovereign
Wedth Fund; that is, itisasking Nigeria
to ensurehuge savingsfromthe proceeds
from il and other socid cuts, savingsnot
for the purpose of investing in Nigeria
because “ Government has no business
doing business’, not for the purpose of
improving thelife of the overwhelming
majority of Nigeriansbecause” Capital-
ismisasystem for the minority against
theinterest of the mgjority (1% against
the 99%)", but savingsfor the purpose of

investing in the western market. How
laughable doesthis sound? The poorer
countriesshould not investintheir own
countrieswherethereisurgent and des-
peratenead todo so, but should turnaround
andinvestintherich western countries
becausethey are going through afinan-
cid crigs that is, therichwill befed from
thebdlly of the poor!

Revolution is inevitable

Obvioudy, theNigerianruling classis
one of the most subservient to the dic-
tatesof thewestern powers, intheworld.
The IMF has a direct representation
within the government in the person of
Okonjo Iwealawhowill gotoany extent
toget theimperidigs interestsprotected
to the last. Along the path they have
mapped out, the consequencesareglar-
ing! Itwill inevitably leadtoanopenclash
between the overwhelming majority of
Nigeriansand the ever diminishing mi-
nority of exploiters. Egypt and Greece
have provided an example of what isto
come.

Withtheir policies, revolutionisonthe
agendaand thereisno other possibleal-
ternative policy onthebasisof capital-
ism. Only asocial and economic system
that focusesfirst on theinterests of the
majority and not ontheprofitsof thefew,
can harness all the Nigerian resources,
both human and materid, and unleashthe
full capacity of Nigeriansfor thepurpose
of actudizingthefull potentid of thecoun-
try. That sysemisSocidismanditisthe
only adternativeto blood sucking capital-
ism. Itisabsolutely impossibletofinda
solution within asystem that puts profit
first before human needs, which judges
therationdity of everything based onprof-
itability, agreedy systemthat promotes
greedinessand turnsmanto beast.

Therefore the real enemy is neither
corruption nor themediocrity of the Ni-
gerianruling ditesassuch, but thedying
system that breeds corruptioninwhich
theNigerianruling ditearemereappend-
agesof thewestern powers. That iswhat
thecapitaist systemis, especidly invery
backward countrieslikeNigeria. Theal-
ternative systemisthe only way out and
thisaternativeisinconceivablewithout
firgt booting out thesedegenerate sarvants
of theimperidigts.



3 WORKERS ALTERNATIVE

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

REINSTATEALL VICTIMIZED DANGOTE PASTAWORKERS!

inceAugust 30 2010, when over

00 Dangote Pastaworkerswere

ked for joining atrade union,

lifehad been quitetough for theworkers

involved. However, they remain deter-
minedtoresigt thisinjutice.

Dangote Pasta is part of Dangote
Group; agroup of companiesowned by
therichest black manintheworld, Alhgji
Aliko Dangote. The Dangote group is
quite notorious for attacking workers
unions. Thisaccountsfor why workers
trade unions don’t exist in most of
Dangote sgroupworldwide.

Denyingworkerstheright to associate
isaheinouscrime; itisagrossviolation
of thefundamental humanrights. Butthen,
thisisanormin Dangote groups.

Workersjoin or set up trade unionsto
protect ther livesandinterests. Extremely
exploitative managementsare quite an-
tagonistictoworkersunionismasit pre-
ventsthem from crudely exploiting the

workers,

Thedtuationin Dangote Pagtaisquite
terrible. Workerswork for long hour with
quitelow pay in spiteof the huge profits
declared. Work conditionsarenot safeas
workersareexposedtoal formsof haz-
ards. Thereisno work guarantees. All
theselaid thebasisfor theworkersagita:
tion to set up aunion, which would de-
fendtheir interedts.

Thestrugglefor tradeunionrightsin
Dangote Pasta has been ongoing since
2004. Fromthefirst day workersstarted
agitating for the set up of their unionthe
management had been dagger-drawnto
prevent it. Thefirst round of victimiza-
tion startedin 2004.

Then, the first eight-man executive
committee were sacked for no reason
other thanthey joined and set upthe Na-
tional Union of Food Beverageand To-
bacco Employees(NUFBTE). Ittook a
long legal battle to get them reinstated

GbemigaAlabi

back in 2010.

After thelegal battle, themanagement
of Dangote Pastaagreed that theworkers
would bealowedtofredy jointhework-
ers unionwithfull rights. Thisledtothe
inauguration of theunionin Dangote Padta
onAugust 11 2010.

However, about threeweeks after the
inauguration, August 30 2010, Dangote
Pastamanagement hired armed thugsto
takeover thefactory and locked out work-
erswho refused to renouncetheir mem-
bership of theunion. Elected union elec-
tives and workers were brutalized and
many wereforced to Sign statementsre-
nouncing themember to theunion.

Since then, over 200 workers have
been sacked. Thisisquitetragic.

Unfortunately theresponse of the na
tional leadership of National Union of

Food Beverage and Tobacco Employees
(NUFBTE) hasbeenquitedow intaking
on the Dangote management to say the
least. The worker had to stage severa
protestsat the national secretariat of the
unioninorder toforcethenationa union
leadershiptoact.

However, they have recently been
forced dueto pressure from workersto
takeonthemanagement of Dangote Pasta
indliancewiththeNLC.

An ultimatum has beenissued to the
management by theNLC and NUFBTE.

However, the management has now
declared that for it toreingtatethevictim-
ized workersit would haveto sack more
workersfromtheplant. Thisisinana-
tempt to try break workers solidarity of
thevictimized workersand theworkers
gtill working ontheplant.

Thefact that they areconsidering rein-
statement is a confirmation of the fact
that they know the consequences of a

workers grikeactionled by theNLCand
NUFBTE.

Management fearsthe bond between
thevictimized workersand theworkers
till ontheplant. Thisiswhy they want to
divide and conquer but thischeap ploy
wouldfail inthefaceof aunited workers
action.

Thisisthetimetorally roundthevic-
timized workersand toinsist on the de-
mand for their reinstatement and full re-
instatement of trade rights and stand
against any cheap attempt by manage-
ment to sack workers.

A victory for Dangote Pastaworkersis
avictory for all workersanditisbound
provokeworkersagitaionfor tradeunion
rightson other Dangote companies.

Thereisnoway Dangote can defeat a
united and determined workers' move-
ment.

OpposePrivatization &

Continued from pagel
people have been madeto believethat it
isthe PHCN workers who are respon-
sblefor thisstuation.

Thedegenerate situationled many to
put theblamefirst ontheworkers, asthey
interact with the staff first and they don't
normally see the top management per-
sonsresponsiblefor thesituation.

Many peoplehave been duped by cor-
rupt PHCN workers, many have outra
geoushills, many don't have el ectricity
and when they make compliant report
they never get results. Thelistisendless.

Many so-called government experts,
‘consultants’, IMF-World Bank agents
havedonealot towardsconfusingissues
in order for people not to see thetruth,
whichisquiteglaring.

No matter how muchthey try to con-
fuse the issuesthe buck always stop at
the feet of Nigerian government and
dites.

It is government that solely and
undemocratically appointsPHCN'stop
management not workers. Itismembers
of theNigerianruling classthat get ap-
pointed into PHCN top management
boardsnot workers.

PHCN Mismanagement

TheNigerian power crisswascreated
by corruption and mismanagement of
PHCN. Thevarioustop management el-
ementsagppointed by thegovernment over
theyearsareresponsible.

These political appointees, on most
occasionsare completely bankrupt of al
ideasand not qualified to beon any man-

agement. They areat timescompleteil-
literatesor havenoknowledgeof thesitu-
aioninthepower sector. They aremogtly
politica croniesof theruling regimesand
they aremembersof the Nigerian ruling
dites. Many havebusinessintereststhat
had compromised them in thefirst in-
gtance.

Thecurrent minister for power, Nngji,
issaid to be on theboard of two private
power companiescurrently bidding for
PHCN unitsand heissaid to owe banks
billionsof Naira. What concernsthemis
never how to develop the power sector
but how toloot it.

PHCN workers never have input to
who the government nominatesto head
PHCN or to be part of itstop manage-
ment.

When thetopisrotten the bottom can
never do better. Thecorruption a thebot-
tomisareflection of thecorruption above.

Extreme Corruption &
Sabotage

Trillionsof Nairaequivdent of hillions
of dollarshavegoneinto PHCN over the
years. In fact, more billions of dollars
havegoneinwithinthepast 12 yearssince
thecivilian’ took over power. Yet thereis
amost nothing to show for it. Only dark-
ness can be guaranteed.

Thecorruption a thetop management
of PHCN isquiteintenseand crude. This
has grave consequences for the entire
Sector.

The senate panel onthe so-calledin-
dependent power projectswasamajor

SadhwanisWorkers
Sruggle Nine months after

ked over their protest againgt theterribleworking conditionsand unilateral

g;:e February 2011, when the over 50 workers of Sadhwanisworkerswere

ismissal of workers, theworkerstill remain committed tothestrugglefor their

reinstatement and for compensation.

Alegd defensefor theworkersisbeenworked on by theworkers. Unfortunately,
thenational leadership of their union National Union of Chemical, Footwear, Rubber,
L eather and Non Metallic Products Employee, NUCFRLANMPE, hasrefused to

takeup the matter sncethen.

NUCFRLANM PE | eadership has one of theworst recordsin defending theinter-
egsof itsmembers. Thefact that nationa officersof theunion sdedwiththemanage-
ment of Sadhwanistestifiestothisunfortunateredlity.

Theworkerswereabandoned and they had to put up adefenseaone. Thelegal suit
theworkerswant toinitiateissponsored directly by theworkersthemselvesthat the
workershaverefused to al ow theinjustice against them go unchal lenged remains

quiteimpressive.

Theroleof thenational unionleadership madethingsdifficult for theworkers. The
union|eadership began by supporting the Sadhwanismanagement during thework-
ers srugglein February 2011. Thiswasreportedinour March/April 2011 edition.

After themanagement dismissed theworkersthey did nothing to challengethe

victimization.

Oneof themgjor tasksbefore Nigerian workersistotransformtheir unions. These
included removing corrupt and treacherous union leaders and replacement themwith
sincereclassfighterswhowould not sell workersfor afee.

eye-opener totheextremelevel of cor-
ruption going oninthe power sector.

We have cases of thermal power sta-
tionshuilt without provisonsfor gaspipes
to supply fuel. We have cases of power
stationsbuilt and the operating manuals
werein Chinese.

PHCN workerswere never indicted.
Thoseindicted remaintop PHCN man-
agement, top government officials, top
contractors, etc. ThePHCN staff unions
wereeven denied audience by the panel.

Today, thestolen publicwedth ill re-
mains in the hands of the looters and
PHCN workersget blamed for the con-
sequencesof thecrimesof theelite.

Itisthesamelooterswho areworking
towardstheprivatization of PHCN today.
They areintheforefront caling for the
deregulation and saleof PHCN.

Deregulation bound to fail

A privatized PHCN and deregulated
power sector would spell doom for the
Nigerian working people. Alreedy, tariff
rateshave gone up and areto further be
increased by January 2012. All towards
encouraging the private sector tocomein
andinvest!

A privatized PHCN would definitely
mean many villagesand townwould get
cut off.

Worst gtill, deregulation would defi-
nitely not lead to paradise the way the
proponent putit. It wouldrather throw the
country backward.

Today, it is a known fact that of the
over 400 government corporationssold
over theyears, lessthan 10 percent has
survived. The current program of
privatization and deregulation of power
isasoboundtofail.

PHCN isbeing broken to 18 compa:
niesand sold off. Thisisbound to create
serious problemsof coordination, asthe
dismembering awhole body into parts
inevitably createsseriousproblems.

Jugt likeintheoil sector wherelicenses
for refinerieshad beenissued for years,
but not onehad beenbuiilt by theso-cdled
privatesector. Theso-cdledinvestorsare
not ready to invest asingle kobo from
their ill-gotten wealth on building power

stations. Rather, they intend to cheaply
take over theexisting onesand milk it.

Intheshort andlong runthepolicy is
boundtofail.

Workers Fight Back

Over theyears, PHCN workershave
embarked on severd strugglesagaingt the
terribleworking conditionsand wagesin
PHCN, evenunder military rule.

PHCN workers are considered to be
essential services workers who do not
normally embark on gtrike, however, due
totheterribleconditionstheworkershad
onsevera occasonsbeenforcedtostrike.

Theworkershaveremained opposed
tothe privatization program of the gov-
ernment hasthey have seen from expei-
encethat itisastepinthewrong direc-
tion. They know itwouldleadtojoblosses,
high power tariffs, closing down of power
plantsand loss of pensions.

However, many peoplearenct usudly
ready to solidarizewith PHCN workers,
thinking that they are the ones respon-
siblefor the poor power situationinthe
country. Thisisfar fromthetruth.

PHCN isavery largecorporation, with
several power plants, transmission and
distribution stations. The overwhelming
majority of theseworkersdon't evenin-
teract withthe public. Their tationsare
usualy out of town.

Thiskind of atitudeonly paysthecrimi-
nalswho have plundered the power sec-
tor; top government official sand govern-
ment management appointees are the
culprits

Unfortunately, unionleadersover the
years have not been forthcoming in ex-
plaining thesituationinthe power sector
tothepublic. They are usually seen de-
fending the various palicies of the man-
agement of PHCN.

These were the reasons why PHCN
unions split under the Abachamilitary
regimeand theworkersthen had to set up
an alternative union to champion their
drugglethen.

What is to be done?

A defeat for PHCN workersisadefest
for theNigerian labour movement. The

Liquidation of PHCN!
H‘% : -
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consequences of such adefeat would be
graveonthe Nigerian masses.

Itisthereforeimportant that theNige-
rian trade union movement, NLC and
TUC, raly round PHCN workersinthis
struggle. Full working classsolidarity is
needed. Theleadership of theNLC and
TUC should mobhilizethe full might of
Nigeriaworkers behind these workers
andtotally reject the obnoxiouspolicies
of government.

The consequences of these policies
would bequitegravenot only on PHCN
workers but on Nigerian workersas a
whole. Asthese policies are not in the
interests of theworking masses of Nige-
ria. Thesepoliciesincludefurther incre-
ment in PHCN tariffs, sacking of thou-
sandsof workers, andliquidating PHCN.

Currently, itisreported that theNLC
intervened inthe current faceoff andis-
sued an ultimatum to government. This
should befollowed upwith actionand not
abandoned. Committeesof actionsshould
be set up and workers should be mobi-
lized nationally in support.

Inthefaceof anational actionthere-
gimewould back down.

Socialist Alternative

Thecurrent crisisin the power sector
cannot besolved onthebasisof theexigt-
ing order; there has to be a system
change. Thoseresponsiblefor thecrisis
can never offer away forward. Theonly
policiesthey haveremainthe policiesof
thelMF-World Bank, which caused the
criss.

ThePHCN like other government cor-
porations have been plundered heavily
over theyearshy thediteswithnorein-
vestment initsinfrastructurein spite of
trillionsof nairathat wasspent onit and
thetrillionsthe corporation hasmade. The
corporation wasallowed to sink, while
they smileto be banks.

Workerstakeover and democratic con-
trol of the power sector remainstheonly
way forward. That isthe nationalization
of the power sector under workers demo-
cratic control and management. Only the
workershaveagenuineinterestin saving
PHCN and providing congtant power that
canpower growth.

Workersmust haveasay inal levels
of management and dl appointed profes-
sional management persona must be
approved by workersdemocraticaly. This
istheonly way forward.

However, this can never happen ex-
cept the Nigerianworkerstake political
power. Therefore, asworkersfight for
their jobs, against privatization and nu-
merousdraconian policies, they must also
transformtheir organizationsand builda
strongworkers party that can contest for

political power.
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Egypt: SCAF-organised electionswill not satisfy aspir ations of the masses

nFriday, 25/11/11, morethana

illion Egyptian youth, workers

and poor yet again assembledin

Tahrir Square. The masses have once
againriseninan attempt to removethe
remnants of the M ubarak regime, which

aredtill in power. Not far from Tahrir, in

AbbassyaSquare, not morethanacouple k

of thousand people gathered inapathetic
demondtration insupport of the SCAF. To
the sceptics who did not believein the
revolution, thisshould beaclear demon-
sration of thereal balanceof forces. But
at the sametime the revolution clearly
facesobstacles, not from externd forces,
butinitsowninternal contradictions.

Differentiation within the
movement

The past ten dayswe have witnessed
the most intense struggl es between the
massesand theremnantsof theoldruling
cliques—the SCAF and the Central Se-
curity Forces. Day after day hundreds of
thousandshavegatheredin Tahrir Square
andfought withthe policeand thearmy.
Morethan 40 protestorshave been killed
and morethan 4000injured.

AtthesametimetheMudim Brother-
hood hascomeout fully in oppositionto
therevolution. Not only did it come out
againgt the demonstration on Friday, but
inamoveaimed at dividing the move-
ment, it called for aseparate demonstra
tionagaing " Jerusalem’s Judaisation”.

All theforcesthat once appeared asa
united bloc areincreasingly separating out
into two distinct camps, betweentheex-
ploitersand theexploited. Ontheoneside
there are the men of business, i.e. the
Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamist
Sddfigs theLiberdsandtheArmy High
command. Ontheother Sdeyoufindthe
youth, theworkersand the poor, i.e. the
working masses who made the revolu-
tion, but who do not seeany significant
change.

M assive demonstration

Despiteall attemptsto undermineit,
every hour tensof thousands of protest-
ersstreamed into Tahrir Squareearly Fri-
day morning. The “Friday of Last
Chance’, asthe organisers had dubbed
theprotest, far exceeded thesize of the
“millionmanmarch” held last Tuesday.
Chants of “The peopleareared ling”,
“Downwithmilitary rule’ and “ Tantawi
hasgonecrazy and now wantsto bepres-
dent” could beheard al over thesquare.
BesdesCairo, tensof thousandsgathered
inother citiesacrossEgypt.

“I came here on Saturday to join my
brothers, protest andfight thosebrutd of -
ficers” said Gamal Ali, a 24-year-old
university graduate who sold gasmasks
onthesquare, to The Guardian, “1 don't
havemoney; | decided to sall masksdur-
ingtheday and protest at night.”

“Themilitary iskilling usbecausewe
areprotesting that we don't havejobs. |
studied businessand now | am a street
vendor barely making aliving,” hesaid
summing up theessence of the situation.

All layersof themassesjoinedin. A
number of high school students, organised
amarchfrom Gizatowardsthesquareto
expressthar solidarity. Also studentsfrom
theAmerican University in Cairo, who
were on strike and had occupied their
campus, marchedtotherdly.

A drikewasasocaledby severd union
bodies. But duetothefact thet no nationd
coordinating body or even gnificant re-
gional bodies exit, such acall did not
materialise. Despitethis, several facto-
riesandworkers formationsmarchedto
the square. These are very important
stepsastheworking class—aswas shown
in February —played thedecisiverolein
bringing downtheregime. Intheend the
future devel opment of the movement is
dependent on the involvement of the
working class, butitisgtill early daysfor
aclass that has not had experiencein

organising on abig scalefor morethan
Six decades. Inspiteof al this, working
classorganisationiscrystallizing under
thehammer blowsof events.

What isclear isthat workers, at |east
onanindividua basis, had abig presence
at therally. Although all platforms had
been removed and all political slogans
banned, the spiritintherally wasone of
optimismand confidence.

Themilitant protestorsagreed onthree
basic demands: theimmediate transfer
of power to acivilian body; immediate
triasfor officersresponsiblefor thekill-
ing of protestorssince January 25; and
the dismantling of the Central Security
Forces.

The junta is shaking

About ten daysinto thissecond round
of the Egyptianrevolution, the SCAF now
standsincreasingly isolated anditsruleis
losing legitimacy. Only twoweeksago, a
superficial look at the situation would
haveled many to believethat the gener-
asfaced oppogtion only fromatiny mi-
nority of “extremists’. Aided by theMus-
limBrotherhood, the Sdlafistsand thelib-
erd parties, the SCAF attempted to cre-
aetheillusonthat it wasa the service of
therevolutionary people. But below the
surface the contradictions between the
rule of the SCAF and theaimsand aspi-
rationsof themasseswerepiling up. Then
on Saturday, November 19, inthecourse
of afew hours, everything changed.

Thegenera sthought they could score
an easy victory by clearing afew thou-
sand demonstratorsfrom Tahrir Square.
But the attack had the opposite effect.
Marx explained that sometimesarevol u-
tion needsthewhip of the counter-revo-
[utionin order to driveit forward. The
attack on Tahrir Square, instead of de-
moraizing themassesand strengthening
the rule of the SCAF, had the effect of
radicalising therevolution and bringing
al the pent up contradictionsto the sur-
face.

All illusions were shattered and the
vanguard of the movement, that afew
weeks ago had seemed isolated when
they protested against the rule of the
SCAF, wasnow joined by broad sections
of themassesthat cameout to defend the
revolution.

Onthefollowing Sunday and Monday
[November 21-21] hundredsof thousands
cameout onto the streetsculminatingin
themillion man march on Tuesday. Then
againduring thefollowing daysanything
between 200,000 and 400.000 people
cameout onthestreets, defying thethick
fog of potentially lethal teargasthat the
armed forces were using to cover the
wholeareaaround Tahrir. Theclimax of
the week was on Friday, when we saw
demongrationsinvolvingbetween 1.5and
2million people gatheredin Tahrir and
acrossthecountry.

None of themoves of the SCAF and
the police had the desired effect. Their
violent attacksonly served toradicalise
themovement further, whileitsconces-
sionsand stepsback were seenassigns
of weakness.

Thousandsof peoplesustainedinjuries
from tear gas, rubber bullets and live

Hamid Alizadeh

ammunition. But this violence did not
break the spirit of the protestors. If any-
thing, it Srengthened their resolvetotake
their battleagaing theruling military coun-
cil toanew level.

Thereactionsof themilitary rulersaso
reflected their sudden lossof legitimacy.
Tobeginwith, they denied that anything
significant was happening in Tahrir
Square, but asthe movement devel oped
thetop brassof thearmy appeared more
and moreisol ated.

OnMonday night the government of
Essam Sharaf resigned —for the second
timesnceAugust—displaying theobvi-
ousweakness of the SCAF. But the split
was not due to the sudden democratic
sentimentsof the Sharaf government. The
pressurefrom below was causing cracks
to appear intheregime. Therevolution
waseatingitsway into thefragilesocial
base of the Junta.

Officers revolt

A clear indication of thiswasseenon
Tuesday when, dongwith millionsof or-
dinary men and women, several army
officers joined the crowds in Tahrir
Squarewearing their military uniforms.
The officers, who were carried on the
shouldersof aseaof people, publicly ex-
posed thered situation withinthearmy,
whereitisclear that theordinary soldiers
andlower ranking officersarenot dl with
the SCAF. Thisopenand public defiance
of theofficerswasawarning tothe gen-
erdsthat they could eesily endupbeinga
military high-commandwithnoarmy.

Again, after Friday's massive
mohilisationthelayer of officersopenly
joining the anti-SCAF demonstrations
rose. Captain Ahmed Shouman, whois
acquiring vast popularity amongst the
revolutionary youth, was quoted as say-
ing that, “ The Supreme Council of the
Armed Forcesdoesnot reflect thewhole
Egyptianarmy. Wemust bein cohesion
withthe Egyptian peopleonceagain. This
is the best way. We must resort to the
essenceof therevolution.”

Ancther army officer, Mgjor Tamer
Samir Badr, told The Guardian: “| want
the peopleto know therearearmy offic-
erswho arewiththem, my feelingscame
to ahead last week when | saw people
dying, and thearmy gavetheordersfor
ustojust stand and watch. I’ m supposed
to diefor these people, not them diefor
me. Now I’mready to dieinthe square,
andI’'mnot afraid of anything.”

Speaking next to an open window that
looked out onto Tahrir Square, andwhich
Badringsed wasleft opensothat hecould
hear the crowds, the 37-year-old claimed
that many other officershad been attend-
ingtheprotesssecretly incivilian clothes.

“Scaf iscomposed of 19 generdlsand
they aretheoneswho have power inthis
country. But those 19 are nothing com-
pared to the thousands of peoplein the
forces. | demand that the field marshal
hand over power toacivilian government
immediately, and that hejust leave,” he
sd.

“Of coursethisputsmein danger, but
[ amontheright Sde. I’ mwiththepeople.
If | die, | will diewithaclean conscience.
Either | will getkilledinthesquare, or get

senttoamilitary court, then prison.”

Major, Amr Metlwaly added: “1 have
been amilitary man for along time; it
doesnot matter if werepresent the Egyp-
tianciviliansor thearmed personnel. But
most important of al isthat we areall
from Egypt; we stand side by sidewith
therevolutionariesand we stand in sup-
port of therevolution.”

Hecondemned thekilling of protesters
asbeing part of aWestern plot to derail
therevolutionin Egypt. He denounced
thejunta's tance againgt the revol ution-
aries and the use of excessive force
againg protesters.

These devel opmentsmust be causing
adarmamongst theruling cliquein Egypt
(anditsmastersinthe US). They know
the Egyptianarmy ismade up of differ-
ent layers. These officersarevery much
under pressure from ordinary rank and
file soldierswho belong to the people.
Egypt hasatradition of nationali<t, left
leaning officers. Wemust not forget that
the very popular Egyptian nationalist
Gamal Abdel Nasser, who swung far to
theleft during hisruleinthe 1950's, origi-
nally cameto power through an officer’'s
coup. At somepaintinthefuture, therep-
etition of such devel opments, especialy
intheabsenceof any revolutionary party
and leadership, cannot beentirely ruled
out.

New government, old tricks

In any case the open opposition of a
layer of officerstothe SCAF exposesits
weakness. [nan attempt towin back some
of the lost territory Tantawi appointed
Kamal Ganzouri asnew primeminister.
Ganzouri served as primeminister from

o

distanced himself from him. Clearly the
military weretrying to use himto dupe
the masses once more, but this blatant
manoeuvredid notwork. Asthenewswas
reaching Tahrir’ smillion man marchon
Tuesday, the crowds chanted, “legiti-
mate, illegitimate!"

One protester Mohammed el-
Fayoumi, 29, summed it up for The
Guardian, “Not only washeprimeminis-
ter under Mubarak, but also part of the
old regimefor atotal of 18 years. Why
didwehavearevolutionthen?” Another
protester inthesquare, 45 year old Fama
Ramadan, told Bloomberg: “Hewasthe
one who oversaw the privatization of
companies and fired workers; he has
many problems.”

Itiscleartodl parties, that Ganzouri is
nothing but the puppet of the SCAF. Ap-
pointing him resemblesMubarak’sdis-
missal of the cabinet of Ahmed Nazif in
thelast daysof January. Many of the ac-
tionsof Tantawi infact resembletheac-
tionsof Mubarak inhislast days. Hehas
appeared on TV on several occasions,
making promisesand concessonsmixed
with threats of chaosand terrible reper-
cussions.

Asfor the concessions, they are seen
tobetoolittle toolateand asfor thethreds,
they only servetofurther radicalizethe
movement at the present. A recent poll
showsthat 43% of Egyptiansbelievetheir
country’smilitary rulersareworking to

1 t01999 under M ubarak utlater on

sdow down or reverse the gains of the
Tahrir Squareuprising. Thepoll wascon-
ducted beforethe events of last week.
Any regimeneedsasocid baseto con-
solidateitsrule. The SCAF, however, has
not even begunto consolidateitsrule, and
itisaready losingthedimsocia baseit
had. Itisclear that thefall of the SCAFis
merely aquestion of when and how.

The Muslim Brotherhood

Themost important aly of the SCAF
inthelast ninemonthshasbeentheMus-
lim Brotherhood. The organisation, that
was the loyal “opposition” during the
Mubarak era, hasremained loyal to its
role of being the second line of defence
for capitalismin Egypt.

In January and February, the party re-
fusedto publicly support therevolution
which de facto meant support for
Mubarak. A vast layer of theyouth of the
organisation, however, brokeaway and
joined therevolution in Tahrir Square,
openly defying the party leadership.

After therevolution thisbehaviour of
theleadership of theMudim Brotherhood
has continued. They have been firm de-
fendersof the SCAF, congtantly calling
for“patience” and “restraint” onthepart
of the revolutionary masses who have
protested against therule of the Junta. In
return the Juntahas drawn up the elec-
tord rulesin suchaway that theMudim
Brotherhood and the old remnants of
Mubarak’sNDPare assured amajority
of theseats. Asunder Mubarak’sregime,
theBrotherhood'sleadershipwill remain
silent aslong asthe party isallowed ac-
cesstothecorrupt corridorsof parliament
and the state apparatus.

Thishasbeen clearly exposed inthe
last week. Whereasthe Brotherhood, un-
der immense pressure from below, had
to call ademonstration on Friday, 18th
November, it had nointention of follow-
ing up onit. Over that weekend, where
thearmy wasviolently atacking protest-
ers, injuring thousandsand killing tens,
the Brotherhood publicly distanceditself
fromtherevol utionary masses, going so
far as to even discourage its members
from participating.

AgainonTuesday of last week, asmore
thanamilliontook tothedtreets theBroth-
erhood discouraged its members from
goingtotheraly. Instead it said that its
membersshould focusonthe parliamen-
tary elections, whichin the eyes of the
revol utionary massesno longer had any
legitimacy. Andfinaly onFriday theparty
wasexposed asafully counter-revolu-
tionary force, asit called for aseparate
demongtrationin adeliberate attempt to
dividethe movement —an attempt that if
it had been successful could have had
fatal consequences for the masses in
Tahrir Square.

TheBrotherhood hasnow lost all au-
thority with therevol utionaries. Anindi-
cation of thiswas seen in the fact that
Mohamed el Beltagi, secretary-general
of theMudim Brotherhood'sFresdomand
Jugtice Party, wascarried out of thesguare
by his assistants on Monday last week
after being attacked by protesters.

Continued on page6
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LABOUR PARTY INTHE FUTURE OF NIGERIANSWORKERS POLITICAL ALTERNATIVES

heApril 2011 election hascome
Tand gone andonethingit reveded

asthemajor challenge beforethe
Nigerianmassesisthechdlengeof acred-
iblepaliticd dternatives. Thepresent Sate
of thingsin Nigeriaisreally appalling
where over 70% of the population live
below poverty line, where over ten mil-
lion Nigerianschildren are presently out
of school and whereover onemillion Ni-
gerian children between theagesof 1-5
died annually, asituationwhere Nigeria
ranked among the poorest countriesinthe
world at number 158 out of 182 in the
Human Development Index ranking of
2008. Nigeriahasan overal GDPwhich
isjust barely the same asthe State Do-
mestic Product of Nevada, astateinthe
USA, which hasjust atiny population of
2.4 million compared tothe 150 million
population of Nigeria Theseexplanwhy
Nigeriansare desperately looking for an
aternative. But unfortunately al the
present political partiesand their aspir-
antsdonot represent that dternative. They
al belong tothe sameNigeriabourgeois
political classwho have plundered the
country for the past 5S0yearsand dso de-
fend thesameinterest.

Withall thislamentable state of things
inthe country, agenuineworking class
based Labour Party had agresat potential
to bethebiggest party not only inNigeria
but alsoinAfricaconsidering thesize of
the Nigerian working class, which is
55.5million strong with ten million
organised in trade unions. But unfortu-
nately the party has been abandoned by
the peoplewho formediti.eNLC/TUC
to the bourgeois politiciansand thieves
who now used the party for their selfish

means, making it difficult for theparty to
act asagenuine political aternativein
the electioneering process.

The Present Sate of the Party

Nigerian Labour Party wasformedin
2002 by the leadership of NLC. Since
then, thetrade union leadership hasnot
doneanything towardshbuilding the party,
and making it agenuineworkersparty, to
effectively challengetheother bourgeois
party by mobilizingitsmembersintoit,
but they choose instead to abandon the
party. A gtriking confirmation of thiswas
what happenedin 2007 general election
where Comrade Adams Oshiomole
(former President of Nigerian Labour
Congress), who was once respected by
workersfor leading somestrugglesinthe
past andwhowasasoingrumental tothe
formation of the L abour Party, instead of
contesting under the banner of the party
for governor of Edo State abandoned the
party for one of the bourgeois party
(ACN). Thisobvioudy demobilized many
workerswho looked up to him astheir
leader from moving into the party, many
of them defected to ACN especidly in
Edo State.

Expectedly, hewontheticket in Edo
date not becausehewasin ACN but be-
causeof hisrecord asaL abour man. Up
till now, heisgtill being referred to asthe
comrade Governor, which showsthat if
Oshiomole had remained in the L abour
Party and contested under the party ban-
ner not as Edo State Governor which he
would havewon but as Presidential as-
pirantin 2007; evenif hedid not win, he
would have successfully popularized the
party throughout thecountry, and theparty

l‘ll
Wil
would have become aforce to reckon
withinthispresent trangtion process.

But unfortunately, these did not hap-
pened and this situation now opened up
the party to peoplewho are completely
anti-workers peoplewhohavelog intheir
varioushourgeoispatiestocomeintothe
party. What happenedin Ondo Sateisa
striking example of these, Governor
Mimiko of Ondo statewhowonthe Gov-
ernorship ticket under the L abour party
defected from bourgeoisPDPparty, Snce
then he has al so become one of the na-
tiond leadersof theparty. Theseindividu-
asingead of attractingtheordinary work-
ersand genuine peopleto the party defi-
nitely repel them and thispresent state of
the partiestendsto attract failed politi-
ciansand careeriststothe party.

Theresultsof 2011 National Assem-
bly electionsarea so another confirma:
tion of thesefacts. All thethree(3) sena-
toria seat and eight(8) house of repre-
sentative seats won by Labour party
camefrom Ondo State, with close mar-
ginswith PDP contestantsbecause ordi-

nary Ondo peopledoesnot ssemuch dif-
ference between the policy of Labour
Party asitispresently congtituted and the
PDP.

Thedeclaration by the National |ead-
ershipof Labour Party for PDP presiden-
tid aspirants, also meansthat the prob-
ability of the Labour party till retaining
Ondo Stateinthecoming electionif the
party continueslikethisisvery dim. The
Stuationisworsewiththeother eections,
wherein spiteof high hopesof thelead-
ers of the Labour Party, the party per-
formed woefully outside Ondo Statewith
nothing to show for itsparticipationinal
theelectionscontested.

Another event worthy of mentioningis
theperformanceof Congressfor Progres-
sive Change (CPC) intheongoing elec-
tion. Thisparty wasformed lessthana
year ago and with no serious structures
onground but its performancewell sur-
passed the Labour party which was
formed nineyearsago. It won 9x(6) sena:
torial seats in four states namely

Kaduna(1), Katsina(3), Nasarawa(1),
Niger(1) and thirty —five (35) house of
assembly seatsin nine(9) states namely
Adamawa(1), Bauchi(4), Gombe(1),
Kaduna(7), Kano (2), Katsina(12),
Nasarawa(3), Niger (4) and Taraba(1).

These confirmed thefactsthat Nigeri-
ansaretired of the present sate of things
inthecountry and desperately looking for
aternatives, andin the absence of such
tendsto gofor lesser evil, whichiswhat
they thought CPC presently represent. But
unfortunately, CPC and al other parties
including the Labour Party asitispres-
ently condtituted do not represent thegenu-
inealternatives.

Way Forward

Thepresent sateof thingsin Nigeriais
highly patheticand extremely volatile; we
are not too far away from Tunisiaand
Egypt episode. Nigeriansareangry, tired
and desperately looking for away out.
Thesolutionto Nigerian problemsliesnot
inlining behind onewing of Nigerianrul-
ing dlitesor the other becauseinthelast
andysisthey dl represent and defend the
sameinterest that is, defend the private
ownership of the means of production,
butinhavingour ownpolitical party. NLC/
TUC haveabigroleto play because, only
theworking classcan offer credibleal-
ternative.

They haveformed aParty but instead
of buildingthe party tobeableto provide
that politica aternative; theseleaderships
abandonedit for thethieves. They should
asamatter of urgency build the Labour
Party by mobilizing theworkersrank and
fileintothe party. That isthe only cred-
ibleand reliableway forward.

Free Healthcare Services— Nigeria vs Venezuelan Example

hesituation of the health sector is
Taparti cularly embarrassing one.

Onacontinua bas's, thousandsof
Nigerianscontinueto die dueto condi-
tionsthat are clearly preventable. For an
example, morethan five thousand indi-
vidualsdiedinthelater part of last year
dueto cholerainfections, adisease con-
ditionthatishighly preventablewith pro-
visionof portablewater; unfortunately in
Nigeriathisisaluxury to come by for
morethan 80% of the population. Inthe
same vein, according to statisticsfrom
theWorld Health Organization (WHO),
800 out of 200,000 Nigerianwomendied
yearly dueto pregnancy related causes-
thisismorethantwicetheworld average
and 50 timesmorethan the averagefor
European countries.

Similarly, 1 out of 6 childrenbornin
Nigeriaarelikely todiebeforethey reach
the age of five due to poor healthcare.
Thecausesof mogt of thesedesthsinthe
aforementioned women and children
groupsarelargely preventableif thefa-
cilitiesand trained personnel areputin
place.

Morethan anything weneed to reflect
ontheNigeria spoor healthindicesand
unlikethelikesof DoraAkunyili (former
minister for information) who once de-
niedtheredity of theseindices, onesticks
onthesideof making thingsbetter within
thecontext of aphilosophica stand-point
that the health of the citizenry must be
accosted the status of afundamental hu-
manright. Everyonelivinginthecountry
must enjoy anon-impeded accessto uni-
versa free hedthcare system.

In the private health institutions, for
many of the patients, what they are con-
fronted withiscommercid medica prac-
tice: you get what you can afford and not
necessarily what you need. The usual
argument being that these private health
facilities exist mainly as commercial
profit making ventures.

Thestory isnot much of adifference
inthepublic hedlth settingswherethere
isageneralizedinfrastructure collapse

and unfortunately, revamping theseisnot
apriority for thoseingovernments. Rather
than equip the hospital swith modernfa:
cilitiesthat will bemanned by well trained
andwell motivated personndl, itisaways
convenient for the powers-that-betodrum
it out that these venturesare not within
thefinancia capacity of thevariousgov-
ernments at al levels for revamping.
Meanwhilethey continueto superintend
over thegtedling of our mutua wealth.
Presently, thereno programmeaor pro-
jectionthat will ceaseto makemany Ni-
geriansto continueto bevictimsof cheap
and elective deaths, basically because
they cannot afford gppropriate hedthcare
a thepaint of need. For anexample, there
isnothing closetothe Venezuela sexpe-
riencewhere, sincethe advent of Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez in the late 1990s,
health has been accorded the status of
fundamental humanright, whereal citi-
zensand residentsare accessing health
at the point of needs at no cost. By the
way, Venezuelaisa so an oil-producing
country likeNigeria, derivingamost equd
amount of revenuefrom oil. Venezuela
providesan exampleof how togpendand
spread the petrol-dollar incomeof Nige-
riafor the common good of the masses.
Talking about Venezuelaand provid-
ingfor citizens health needs, theright to
hedlth careisguaranteedinthe 1999 Ven-
ezuelan Constitution. Through imple-
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menting astate-funded social program
called BarrioAdentro, or insidethe bar-
rio, free comprehensive hedth careis
availabletodl Venezuelans. Beginning
in June 2003 through atrade pact with
Cuba, Venezuelabegan to bring Cuban
doctors, medical technology, and medi-
cationsintorural and urban communities
freeof chargein exchangefor low-cost
ail. Thisprogrammeexpandedto provide
abroad network of small neighborhood
clinics, larger regiond clinics, and hospi-
talswhich aim to serve the entire Ven-
ezud an population. President Chavez ap-
propriately referredtothisnew hedthcare
system asthe" democratization of health
cae" dating that "hedlth carehasbecome
afundamental socia right and the state
will assumetheprincipal roleinthecon-
struction of a participatory system for
nationa public hedth."

Implicitly, in Venezuela, not only is
hedlthcarearight; itisrecognized ases-
sential for true participatory democracy.

Someof what characterizesthismove-
ment towards health carefor al includes
popular participation, preventative medi-
cine, and eva uation of community hedlth
issues. Generaly speaking, commercia
medicinepractice, asinaprivatefor-profit
system, has little incentive to prevent
codly illnessesand typicaly operatesin
atop-down fashion. Doctorstrest symp-
toms, and oftenfail to evaluatethelarger
picture of community health issues or
teach prevention. After all, to prevent
people coming downwithillnessesim-
plieslessprofit to be madefrom provid-
ing lesstreatment.

Ontheother hand, in Venezuedla, the
Barrio Adentro health system began by
congructingdinicswithinneighborhoods
where many had never been to adoctor
before. Through thisprogram, acommu-
nity can organizeto receivefunding to
build aclinicand bring in doctors. The
community is responsible for creating
hed th committess, themembersof which
go door to door to assess the specific
health issues of their community. Doc-

tors who live in the communities also
make house calls. Peopleparticipatein
theprocessof serving thehealth needsof
theentirepopulation.

According to reports, the extensive
health programisalsobeing usedtotrain
anew generation of Venezuelan doctors.
Thetraining program takes placewithin
theclinic systemitself and reliesheavily
on experiential learning. Using popular
forums, medical professionalsareable
torespond tothe needsof the community
and offer education, trestment and con-
sultation addressing unique public hedlth
iSsues.

Although the Venezuelan system be-
gan by focusing exclusively on preventa-
tive health, it has expanded to include
emergency health services, menta hedlth
services, surgeries, cancer treatment,
dentd care, accessto optometrigsaswell
asfreeglassesand contact lenses, sup-
port sysemsfor thosewithdisabilitiesand
their families, aswell asaccesstoalarge
variety of medica specidigs. They have
succeeded in taking an under-funded,
corrupt public hedlth care system and
changing not only the quality and acces-
sihility but also the mentality of those
working there. Instead of afor-profitin-
dustry systematically denying accessto
largesectorsof the population, hedthcare
in Venezuelais seen as a basic human
right. No oneisturned away, and no one
is denied care; the system treat whole
person, not smply their illness, and money
stays where it belongs- outside of the
hedlth care system.

OneUScitizenwhovisited Venezuda
awhileago had thisto say of hisexperi-
encewith healthcare systemin the coun-
try: “during my timeinVenezuela, | de-
veloped a cough that went on for three
weeksand progressively worsened. Fi-
naly, after | had becomeincredibly con-
gested and devel oped afever, | decided
toatendaBarioAdentrodlinic. Theclos
est oneavailablewasaBarrioAdentroll
Centro de Diagonostico Integral (CDI)
and | headed in without my medical

ment. Immediately, | wasusheredintoa
smal room where Carmen, afriendly
Cuban doctor, began questioning me
about my symptoms. Shelistened to my
lungsand walked meover to another ex-
amination room where, again without
waiting, | had x-raystaken.”

Hesaid further: “I walked out of the
clinic with a diagnosis and treatment
within twenty-five minutes of entering,
without payingadime. Therewasnowait,
no paperwork, and no questionsabout my
ability to pay, my nationdlity, or whether,
asaforeigner, | wasentitled tofreecom-
prehensive health care. There was no
monetary va ueconnected withmy phys-
cal well-being; the care | received was
not contingent upon my ability to pay. |
was treated with dignity, respect, and
compassion, my illnesswascured and |
wasableto continuewith my journey in
Venezuela”

Theexample enunciated above about
how citizensreadily accessbasic health
needsinVenezuelaisaworkablesystem
that can be adapted tothe Nigeriasitua-
tion, where many till suffer onadaily
basisfrominability to accessbasic hedth
needsmainly becausethey cannot afford
thecost.
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wageto N18,000.00 and 140% acrossthe
board. Thisisyet to beimplemented na
tionally; many state governments, gov-
ernment corporationsand private com-
paniesaretill resisting itsimplementa
tion. However, thenairahasbeen deval-
ued and they are already increasing the
pricesof various commoditiesand ser-
vices. Thatis, giving with theright hand
andtakingit back with theleft.

Devduation of theNairaincreasesthe
rate of inflation and thereforeincreases
therate of exploitation because the ac-
tual wagesof theworkershave been cut
dueto devauation.

What hasbeen changing sincethelate
70still detehasbeenthevaueof thenaira
Thevaueof thenairahasmassively de-
preciated sincethemid 80still date. Asat
2007, whenthelast increment in petrol
price took place the value of the naira
wasabout N118.00toadollar; itisnow a
about N160.00 at the official market and
much moreat theblack market. Itissaid
that it would goto aslow asN200.00to
thedallar.

Asat thetimetheminimumwagewas
approved the nairaexchanged for about
N150toadollar; N18, 000.00wasequiva
lent to about $120.00. At N200.00to a
dollar, thecurrent minimumwagewould
be equivalent to $90.00. In essence,
wages of the Nigerian workers would
have been reduced by 30%.

Workers minimumwageintheearly
80swasN125.00, whichwasequivalent
to $250.00 then, as the naira was ex-
changed at N.5toadollar then. Thisim-
ply thet thewagesthenisactualy equiva
lent to more than N31,000.00 today.
$250.00inthe 80sisequivalent to more
than $560.00 today.

Asat thetimetheminimumwagewas
N125.00inthe 80s, theprice of abrand
new Volkswagen car was about
N5,000.00. All these changed in 1986
whenthe|BB darted theimplementation
of structura adjustment policy, SAP.

Egypt: SCAF-organised electionswill not satisfy aspirati

Continued from page5

The Guardian correctly observed:
“The leadership of theMudim Brother-
hood has declared against the protests.
Thishasbeen avery bad move. They're
perceived to have sided with SCAF
against the people. They' vecaused agplit
withintheir own ranks: some members
of the Brotherhood have disobeyed or-
dersand obeyed their consciences and
joined the protests. But the Brotherhood
cannolonger claim that the numbersin
thestreetsare dueto the|slamists—the
numberswe vebeen seeinginthestreets
of Egypt since Saturday night [Novem-
ber 19] are mostly without the Brother-

Unfortunately, some on theleft who
claimtobeMarxists, instead of appeal-
ingtotheranksof the Muslim Brother-
hood on dlasslines, they collaboratedwith
itscapitalist leadership, thusgiving them
anti-imperiaist and revol utionary creden+
tids. Indoing thisthey only helpedto sow
illusonsintheMudim Brotherhood and
cregteconfusionamongst alayer of youth.
Indoing 50, they haved so damagedtheir
own reputation and al so created confu-
sion asto what the position of genuine
Marxists on this question is. Genuine
Marxistsare opposed to Idamic funda
mentalism and explainthat it playsare-
actionary role. It atemptsto portray itsdlf
as“revolutionary” whileinredity it de-
fendsthe status quo, the privileged and
therich at the expense of the working
mass. Thisisnow becoming clear tothe
revolutionary wing of themassmovement

inEgypt.
Need for a workers
alternative
If onething hascharacterized the Egyp-

tianrevolution, inrelationto other revolu-
tions, itisthecrisisof al established po-

Not a Koboincreasein Fuel Pricel

The government devalues the naira
and increasethe pricesof goodsand ser-
vicesthen hold down thewages of work-
ers. Thepricesareactually increased to
thelevel abovethe corresponding prices
beforethedevauation. Thesameapplies
tofuel prices.

Themoney they makefromthiscrime
isthenused to pay fictitiousloca andfor-
eign debts, and goesinto private pockets
of thedlites.

If they areredlly concerned about sub-
sdy why can't they increasethevalue of
the nairato the level it was before de-
valuation? They would not becausethat
would mean more money for thework-
ers. They actually want to pay workers
lessin order to makemore profit.

Today, over N3 trillion hasbeen used
to bail out Nigerian distressed private
banksand morehillionsaredill expected
to goesto the banks. These banks mis-
managed trillions of nairabut they were
rescuedwith publicfunds. Of course, they
don't call thissubsdy they call it bail out.

Throughout the period of theglobd ail
boom, the Nigerian masses did not see
any improvement intheir lives; they only
saw pain and more poverty. The enor-
mouswealth wasshared by theNigerian
ruling elitesand their imperialist masters
who own the oil multinationals. Asthe
globa economy isnow heating up, it will
have anegative effect on countrieslike
Nigeriaasthepriceof oil isboundtofall.

Inthefaceof any shortfall, theelites
areboundtotry shift theburdenontothe
heads of the masses. They are never
ready to pay for thecrisisthey createthey
adwayspushit ontheheadsof the masses.

Corruption & Failed Promises

To say thegovernment and the Nige-
rian elitesare corrupt isto say themost
confirmedfact. Thefact that theso-called
cabal profiting from subsidy cannot be
named today reflectsthisreality.

liticd currentsand their lack of authority.
Thereasonfor thisisclear. Noneof the
big palitical forcestoday represent any
red bresk withthepagt. They ared| “lib-
erds’, i.e. bourgeois political forces,
someof whomaretrying to exploit their
position of semi-opposition during the
Mubarak era. Thetruthisthat they were
not genuinely against the Mubarak re-
gime, butit wastheregimethat could not
toleratethem, asit could not tolerate any
form of opposition that might providea
channel to the growing anger of the
masses. In fact many of them, just like
the Muslim Brotherhood, made secret
dealswith the regime. They are essen-
tidly all bourgeois partiesand arethus
organically incapableof representing the
revolution. That iswhy the masses cor-
rectly do not trust them.

“All they care about iselectionsand
seats in parliament,” said Mohamed
Zinhom, a 28-year-old mechanic who
wasshot inthearmlast Sunday [Novem-
ber 20] to Ahram Online. “They aban-
doned usand went to hold talkswith our
killers. How can |l trust them?” Another
activist said: “ Thepolitical forcesarethe
reasonwe reinthismessinthefirg place.
They'real working for their owninter-
ests and don’t care about the general
welfare”

Atthesametimetheleft organisations,
apart from those who were not already
associated with theold regime, likethe
Taggammu party, have either isolated
themsalvesthrough sectarian methodsas
mentioned above, or likethe Communist
Party of Egypt, focussed dl their political
campaigns against “islamism” and
“idamisation”. Instead of putting forward
social demands and exposing the bour-
geoisnature of the Brotherhood and the
other Idamic parties, they havedecisvely
dignedthemsdveswiththelibera “ secu-

Since 1999, whenthecivilianregime
started increasing fuel prices, an esti-
mated over N30 trillion had been made
andthereisnothing to show forit. The
roadsarebad, no hospital, no power, etc,
the country hasbeen moving moreback-
ward.

The Nigerian masses have lived
through yearsof failed promises. Thisis
why the promises been made by
Goodluck has no hearing what so ever
among the masses.

In the past the NNPC was solely re-
sponsiblefor theimportation of fuel. To-
day, itishig multinational s, associates of
top government officiass, etc. Billionsof
dollarsareinvolved.

Thesearethereasonswhy therefiner-
iesarenot working.

Deregulation a Failure!

Thepricesof keroseneand diesdl have
been deregulated since 2007 and today
diesd in Nigeriaranks one of the most
expengveinAfrica. Samegoesfor kero-
sene which has currently disappeared
fromthe pumps.

Theredl intention of government isto
totally deregulate the price of petrol too.
Therefore, itsprice can change without
notice. Thisisthe paradiseland theex-
ploitersarehopingfor.

Only the multinationalsand bigtime
dealers benefit from this process. The
massesarethehbigtimelosers.

Today, most of thefuel related infra-
structureshuiltinthe past have collapsed
—pipelines, storagedepots, refineries, etc.
Thecountry isnow totally dependent on
fud importation.

Sincethederegulation of diesdl no‘in-
vestor’ hasdeemedit fitto build arefin-
ery. Itison record that over 18 refinery
licenses have been issued but none has
been built Snce1999. Thecontrary isthe
situation when compared with Venezu-
ela. Further deregulationwould spdl more

larists’ and are seen by the massesmore
as“anti-Mudlim” in general than anti-
Mudim Brotherhood.

Infact, inoneway or another, they al
fdl intothereformist camp, which means
they try to addressthe problemsof soci-
ety fromwithin the confines of the capi-
talist system. However, to think that any
significant reformsare achievable under
the present conditionsof capitaist crisis
issheer utopia. Theonly red and sustain-
abledternativeto the present society is
sociaism, where the economy and the
date power aredirectly under the control
of themasses.

Thus, not daring to say what istrue, al
theparties, inthefinal analysis, end up
movinginthesamedirection, i.e. thede-
fenceof thestatusquo. Thus, thelevel of
trustinthe established political forcesis
solow that the activistsat Tahrir Square
have banned all party-political propa-
ganda, leaflets, uniformsand speeches.

But thismovewill not solveanything.
Standingintheway of therevolutionare
not political ideasin generd, but the po-
litical ideasof theestablished parties. The
mainweaknessof therevolution up until
now hasbeen precisdly thelack of agenu-
inely revolutionary leadership.

Until now, onanationd scdethemove-
ment hasbeen under theinfluenceof lib-
eral leaders, onemore cowardly thanthe
other. Whét needsto bedoneisnot for the
revolution to oppose partiesper se, but to
builditsown party, based on therevolu-
tionary workersand youth. Thismust be
themain task of al honest revolutionar-
€s.

What lies ahead?

Ninemonthsafter thebeginning of the
Egyptianrevolutionitisclear for most
Egyptiansthat thefundamental problems
havenot been solved. Unemployment and

dissdter.

Fight Back!

No fuel price increase was imple-
mentedinthe past without restancefrom
theworking class, closeto ninegenera
drikeshasheen called onthisissuesince
19%.

Itisunfortunatethat the leadership of
labour undermined this strikes. These
strikeswereresultsof pressurefromthe
rank and fileworkersin Nigeria

There had been several protest
marchesround the country against fuel
priceincreases and currently it is clear
that themassmgjority areopposed tofur-
ther implement. It may bethe straw that
brokethe camelsback.

The past strikes were usudly called
off by toplabour leadersundemocraticaly
without serious concessionsgranted by
theregimes; however, thenext fight backs
may not be that easy to call off
undemocratically by top union leaders.
Thisiswhy many arequitecriticd of the
leadership of thetrade unionsboth NLC
and TUC.

Independent protest groupsareaready
being set up acrossthe country. Theglo-
bal protest movementsand revolutions
would also haveaninfluenceintheim-
pendingmovement inNigeria Toplabour
leaders will definitely be under much
more pressure this time around. More
unionsare bound to experienceinternal
conflictsasworkersare bound to make
atemptsto remove corrupt and compro-
mised union leaders.

Thegovernment and bosseshave over
theyearsinvested heavily at corrupting
labour leaders. However, in spiteof this
workershave embarked on strugglesfor
better life and on many occasionsthey
had forced theleadersto act.

L abour leedershaverefusedtoinvolve
therank andfileworkersfully indecison
making; they did not set up committeesof
actionsround the country with powersto
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poverty far frombeing solved arerising
towardshistorica leves, at thesametime
itisclear that the state apparatusistill
under the control of the counter-revolu-
tionthat hasnointention of granting the
massesany sgnificant democraticrights.

The SCAF, who hasthebacking of US
imperialisnmandtheoldruling clique, is
manoeuvring to stay in power, but it has
logt dl legitimacy. Theelectionsaretak-
ing place, but the parliament that will
emergefrom sucheectionswill not have
theauthority the present regimewould
wishitto have. Theproblemiswhatisto
takeitsplace?

In acounter-moveto the appointment
of Ganzouri, theactivigsin Tahrir Square
on Friday organised asort of dectionwith
prominent politiciansas candidates. On
thebasis of thisthey presented an alter-
native* Government of National Salva-
tion”. Heading this government was
Mohamad El-Barade. Thiswouldinicate
that, among theactivists” government” is

coordinate the strikes. These are tasks
that must be donein the coming move-
ment.

Workers Party and Socialism
theway forward

Thebulk of the problemsfacing Nige-
rianworkersarepalitical; unfortunately,
Nigerianworkersdon't yet havetheir own
seriouspolitical party that can take power
and start addressing al these problems.

Thelack of apolitical alternativewill
make the fight backs fruitless asthose
responsiblefor thecrisiswill remainin
power and they will continuetoimpose
their extremely exploitative policieson
themasses. Theseareprogramsdesigned
tomakethepoor pay for thecrimesof the
richminority and multinationals.

Currently, the NLC set up a Labour
Party that it abandoned in the hands of
corrupt politicianswho have converted
the party to platformfor dl formsof op-
portunism. The party excludesworkers
anditistotally taken over by bourgeois
politiciansof variousextractions.

The party declared support for
Goodluck Jonathan at thelast elections.

Aworkers palitica party ill needsto
bebuilt. Labour must reclaimitspolitical
platform from the hands of opportunists
and open it toworkers, youth and other
poor strataof the society.

Thecrisgsfacing thesociety today can
only be solved by theclassresponsible
for the production of the wealth of the
society, working class. Without thework-
ing peopletaking politica power inNige-
rig, the problemsshall continueand get
muchworse.

Thecrissintheail sector canonly be
solved by thenationalization of the sector
and putting it under the democratic man-
agement of theworkers. Thisisopposite
toderegulation.

In essence, socialismistheonly way
forward.

ons of the masses

%

dready seenasheing far morelegitimate
than any official body.

Thefact, however, isthat El Barade,
rather than being thefavouriteof therevo-
Iutionarieswas merely seen astheleast
uselessamong thepaliticiansthat people
canvotefor. Infact when El Baradei tried
toenter Tahrir Sguareearlier onthesame
day hemet such res tancethat hehad to
be escorted out again. The situation
amongst even hisown supportersisnot
much better. A few weeks back hiscam-
paign faced collective resignations of
campaign staff in ten of the provinces,
and amongst thesewas Cairoitself. The
staff was protesting against the bureau-
cratic manner inwhichthecampaignwas
being conducted.

Thisdoes not come asasurprise. El
Baradei wasgroomed inthecorridorsof
the UN and the so-called “international
community” . Accustomed to reaching

Continued on page7
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Thisisoneof thereasonswhy thework-
ersarecalingfor increasein retirement
age. In advance countries workers are
calingforthelower of theretirement age
butin Nigeriadueto theeconomic crisis
and uncertaintiesworkersarecdling for
theextension of retirement age.

Asthe government continues to cut
downfundingfor education, thechildren
of theelitescontinuetotravel abroadin
thousandsto study. Currently, billionsof
nairais spent on them by their rich par-
ents.

According to the CBN Governor,
Sanusi, over N155hillionisspent onthe
school feesof 71,000 Nigerian students
inschoolsaboard. British schoolsaresad
torecaiveover N88hillionfrom Nigerian
parents as school feesfor their children
studying in UK schools. Higher educa
tionisnow an exclusive property of the
richinNigeria

Egypt:

Continued from page6

dealsin the comfort of top class hotels
and plush convention halls, heisby na-
turedistrustful of themassesand clearly
fedsuncomfortableintheir presence. His
cowardice was shown in the run-up to
last year’s parliamentary campaign, in
which hecould have used theoccason to
gather alayer of activistsaround himon
at least a genuinely democratic
programme. However, dueto hisdistrugt-
ful and weak nature, and dueto thefact
that hisaim was clearly to channel the
growing massopposition down theroad
of bourgeoiscompromise, hefailed mis-
erably and subsequently ended up disap-
pearing from the scene for several
months

The fact is that this time — having
clearly seentherevolutionary potential
of themassesto overthrow thewholere-
gimeandtherichwho back it—hewill be

Continued from page8

sdle of land and land related charges.
Landispreciousin Lagostheway oil is
preciousinthe Niger Delta. Thelist of
fundscoming to Lagosremainsendless.
However, in spite of the fact that civil
service hasagenciesassignedto collect-
ing government funds, thetaskshad been
contracted out to privateinterestsinLagos

The amount required to providefree
and qudlitativeeducationin Lagosisquite
ingignificant when compared tothehuge
incomecomingintothegtateand thehuge
waste pipesthey gointo. Thedate sover-
al incomerunsinto several tensof bil-
lionsof nairaper month and hundreds of
hillionsper year.

Theimpression always givenisthat
thereisno money; however, they never
openthebookstothemasses. They main-
tainahighlevel of secrecy over thein-
comeand expenses.

In addition, Lagosians are the most
taxed people in Nigeria; the state is
plagued with multipletaxesthat target the
poor and | ess privileged. Most of these
taxesarepaid by thepoor andlow middle
classes; to the extent that the dlogan of
thedtate'sprivatetax collectorsis, if you
stay in Lagosyou must pay taxesevenif
you don't have ajob! Therich andtop
politiciansand officid spay next to noth-
ingif they pay atall.

In spite of these, thereis practically
nothing to show for thehugefundsbeing
extorted from the masses. Terribleroads
plague most partsof Lagoswiththeex-
ception of theareaswheretherichlive
and do business. Thereisno water, no
health care, no sanitation. Primary and
secondary education have collapsed;
most people haveto send their wardsto
private schools, etc.

Support theASUU Srike!

Beyond the ‘Agreement’

[twill definitely takealot morethan
the 2009 Agreement to addressthecrisis
of educationin Nigeria, astheredity is
that thereisaconscious sabotage by the
Nigerianruling classwho aremeretools
inthehandsof theirimperidist masters.

They no longer see the need to edu-
cate the peopleor produce more gradu-
ates. They are of the opinion that there
aretoo many graduatesalready and they
arenot interested in creating jobs or de-
veloping the society. They aremorein-
terested in sucking blood from the people
without giving anything for it. They no
longer want fundsdevoted for socia ser-
viceslikeeducation, hedth care, etc; they
want such funds madeavailableto them
toloot.

Therefore, a much more political
programme and organi zation is neces-
say.

ASUU correctly identified theterrible
realitiesfacing education and Nigeriain
their recent communiqué. Thisisoneof

the best and clearest communiqué com-
ingfromaNigeriantrade uniontoday.

ASUU correctly identified the class
gructureof Nigeriaand identified thefact
that the Nigerian ruling class and their
imperidis mastersareresponsiblefor the
crissineducationin Nigeria

ThestruggleASUU iswagingisquite
commendable and the entire Nigerian
labour & youth movement havealot to
learn from them. Had the leadership of
thetrade unionsheenthisprincipled and
focused, the Nigerian workerswould not
beinthecurrent Stuation.

However, what is at stake remains
building aunited front of Nigerianwork-
ers against the ongoing attacks on the
working masseshby theruling class.

United Action Needed!

A joint action of Nigerian working
massesand youth isneeded to saveedu-
cation. ASUU, NASU, SSANU, and
NAAT needtojoin handsinthisstruggle,
asthereisenormousstrengthinunity.

Currently, theNigerian gudents move-

ment lacksanational and credibleorga
nization. Thisisbecause of the hijack of
power by rightwing corrupt eementsthat
have nothing to offer. Today, most of the
campuses lack independent students

unionsinspiteof thefact that Sudentsare
onthereceiving end of theattack on edu-
cetion.

Student activissmust not only support
theASUU drikebut must build up onthe
demandsof thestudentsand work towards
thetransformation of theNANS.

TheNLCand TUCwhicharetheum-
brellabodiesfor theunionsin the educa-
tional sector must break out from their
shell andlead thisstruggle.

Sart Building a Poalitical
Alternative Now!

Thecurrent economic crissmanifests
itself inall sphereof lifeand thereisno
endinsight—both locally and globally.
Theonly redlity isthat theruling elites
want the massesto continueto carry the
burden of the crisisthey created. They
haveno other aternative.

Thisiswhy theworking massesmust
work towardstaking political power that
istheonly way the problemsfacing the
society can begenuinely addressed and
solved. Withthecurrent arrangement, the
eliteswill always come back to imple-
ment their draconian policies.

All thecurrent political partiesinNige-
riabelong to the elite and are bound to
continue with the policies of the IMF-
World Bank. Eventhe current Nigerian
Labour Party doesnot represent thein-
terestsof the Nigerian working masses.

Therefore, as the Nigerian working
massesfight for their rights, they must
adsoaimat buildingagenuinerevolution-
ary political organization (politica party)
with apro-massesprogramwhichisso-
cidism.

Itiseither workersretaketheNLP or
they build anew party resting onthetrade
unions and the working masseswith a
socidist program.

Without taking political power, thecri-
sisineducationwill never get solved but
will get worsened by theday.

SCAF-organised electionswill not satisfy aspirations of the masses

evenmoreinclined to betray the masses
than before. Hewill most likely attempt
toportray himself asthe“true”’ represen-
tative of the peoplefor ashort period be-
fore exposing himself as yet another
lapdog of therulersand call for “ unity”
behind somekind of “transitiond” (read
bourgeois) regime.

Itisnot possibletoforeseein advance
al the details of how the situation will
unfold. A revolutionisaninfinitely com-
plex process, with all kinds of possible
temporary aberrations, figureswho ap-
pear and disappear aseachisput tothe
test. What we can conclude, however, is
thefollowing.

Thebalance of forcesisoverwhelm-
ingly infavour of themassesthat are con-
fident and undefeated. At the sametime
theregimeisweak, lacking legitimacy
andinadeepcrisis. However, in spite of

LASU SudentsSrug

Hike unjustifiable in anyway

Currently, anaverage LASU students
on the main campus pays at |east
N25,000.00 per sesson excluding money
for imposed handouts, bribe, etc. Feein-
crementisquiteregularin LASU and Stu-
dentshavewaged severa battlesagaingt
thisassault. LASU also operatesfleet of
campuses, where students there pay
through their nosesfor low quality educa:
tion. LASU iscurrently saidtobetheuni-
vergty withthelargest students’ popula:
tion, about 90,000 gudentsinall.

LASUissaidtocurrently generatebil-
lionsfrom current student feesbut with
nothing to show for it as most of these
fundsgodirectly to private pockets. How
can studentsnow beforced to pay much
more?

Thefundsavailableto thebourgeois
populist regime of Jakande who set up
theuniveraty intheearly 1980sischicken
feed when compared withthefundsavail-
abletothe current FasolaACN govern-
ment whichisactualy inbillionsof dol-
larsequivaent. Even under themilitary,
when oil was being sold at less than
$19.00 per barrel, theregime could not
eventhink of the current scale of feein-
crement.

Qiliscurrently going for over $100.00
per barrel average. A major part of funds
for Lagos State comesfrom il proceeds.

Corruption, Mismanagement
& Waste

Asdtated earlier, eveninthemidst of
plenty, thegovernment dwayssaysthere
isnothing. They arenever ready to spend
onanything that will be of benefit tothe
masses and movethe society forward.

Onwages, they say thereisnomoney,
onroads, health, education, social infra-

thisit gtill controlsthe state and the com-
manding heightsof the economy remain
inthe hands of theruling bourgeoisdlite.
Themain obstaclefacing the movement
istobefoundinthelack of aclear leader-
ship of therevolutionthat is capable of
leading it to take power and expropriate
theoldrulers. Duetothislack of revolu-
tionary leadership, themovement will in-
evitably takeaseriesof detoursasittries
al theavailable options. Inthe process
themovement will learn and movetoa
higher level.

Thedectionsthat wereimprovised on
Friday’smarch can play therole of pro-
pagandatool, but caninnoway providea
way out of thesituation. What isrequired
arereal elections of committeesin the
workplaces, intheneighbourhoods, with
representatives being elected from the
bottom up acrossthewhol e country, com-
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gtructuretheanswer isthesame. Onin-
dustry, they say government hasno busi-
nessdoing business. What then doesgov-
ernment want to spend money on?

Thereismoney to pay top government
officialsand assembly men hugewages.
ThelLagos Statetop officials wagesare
ashugeasther federa counterparts. They
too are earning more than the president
of theUnited States!

Billionsof gatefundsaregoing directly
into private pockets.

A councilor of awardin Lagosearns
morethan aprofessor inthefederal uni-
versity and much morethan aprofessor
inLASU.

Currently, hundredsof billionsof Nara
isbeing spent on areas where the high
and mighty lives at the expense of the
working classaress. Itison record that
Lagosgtateiscurrently building an artifi-
cid city ontheAtlantic Ocean caled the
Atlantic City.Aloan of over N500billion
has been acquired by the state for this

purpose.

gleagainst FeeHikes!

ing together asagenuinerepresentative
body of the revolutionary people. To
cleanse Egypt of al the muck fromthe
oldregime, to providethemasseswitha
genuine democratic expression what is
required isaRevolutionary Constituent
Assembly, and such abody canonly be
eected under thesupervison of theabove
described committees.
Theelectionsorganised by the SCAF
havedready logt muchof their legitimacy.
The most advanced wing of the move-
ment has correctly called for aboycott.
But aboycott wherepeoplejust say home
inand of itself isnot enough. The ques-
tionis whatistheadternative?Millionsof
peoplewill voteinthesedectionsasthey
seethem astheonly way of expressing
their desire for change. The parties on
offer, however, cannot provide that
change. Furthermore, the SCAF and the
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Fee imposition will kill, not
save!

The current attempt to impose these
draconian fees would accelerate the
death of education rather than saveit con-
trary towhat some of the proponents of
feeimpogitionaresaying.

For one, the overwhelming majority
don’'t havethemoney and thosewiththis
kind of disposablefundswouldrather send
their wardsto luxury private universities
or toingtitutionsabroad. The Centra Bank
governor recently disclosed that over
71,000 Nigerian studentsarein Ghana
and over N155 billion isbeing spent by
their Nigerian parents or sponsors on
them.

Currently, thetotal budget for Nigerian
universitiesisput at N122 hillion, accord-
ingtothe CBN governor.

The hike in feesis actually the first
step towards killing off LASU as the
agendaof theACN governmentin Lagos
istototally handsoff funding of theuni-
vergty. Thiswould meanthat theuniver-
Sty would befunded by school feescom-

Muslim Brotherhood will use al the
meansat their disposd to makesurethey
get the result they want. There are al-
ready reportsof vote-rigging and viola
tionof theelectoral rules.

Thefactisthat becausethereisnod-
ternative, the elections will produce a
parliament, albeit unrepresentativeof the
revolutionary aspirations of themasses,
and from this a government will be
formed. Sooner or later anew clashwill
take place between the massesand this
governmen.

What is needed is a body the repre-
sents the masses — a parliament of the
revolution. Thisshould bebased onrevo-
[utionary committeesin every workplace,
neighbourhood and barracks. Only such
aparliament would enjoy areal revolu-
tionary legitimacy and would havethe
right tolead revolutionary Egypt.

pletely. That wagesand pensionswould
comefrom school fees. Thiswould end
upinadisaster.

National Sudents Action
Needed

Nationaly, school feesarebeing hiked
to unprecedented levels. Thestory isthe
samenorth, east, west or south; al ter-
tiary indtitutionsin Lagoshave had their
feeshiked. There have been several stu-
dents protestsand somecampuseshave
been closed asaresult of tudents' agita-
tion againgt school feeshike. Severd stu-
dentshave been victimized asaresult of
thesemovement and several arrested.

What isneeded isaseriesof coordi-
nated national action against thismajor
attack on education.

Thisisthetimefor studentsto rebuild
their organizationsfromthelocd sudents
unionstothenaiona gudents union. This
isthetimetotransformtheNational As-
sociation of Nigerian Sudents, NANS, to
anorganization relevant totheyearnings
and aspirationsof Nigerian students.

However, thisanti-feestrugglewill be
srengthenedwith thedirect support of the
staff on campus. Thisiswhy all effort
must bemadeto link upwiththeworkers
who aso haveastakeinthisstruggle.

Support the demands:

Opposeschool feeshike,

For Freeand Qualitativeeducation at
alleves

For Independent Sudents Unionism
without any form of authority control
andimpostion.
MakeEducationaRIGHT not aPrivi-
lege!
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SUPPORT THE ASUU STRIKE!

€ Support the Sruggle against Underfunding of Education

y the time the current strike of
B Academic Staff Union of Univer
sities, ASUU, commenced on
December 52011, it had beentwolong
yearsafter they had an agreement with
the Federal Government. That was in
2009. The2009 Agreementisactualy a
review of the 2001 Agreement.

Earlier in September, ASUU had em-
barked on aone-week warning strikeand
the union shifted lots of groundsby ex-
tending the period for dialoguewiththe
hopethat thefederal government would
besincere.

Nigerianuniversitieshavebeenonthe
downward didefor years, samegoesfor
education in generd. Funding has con-
tinually been cut and the availablefunds
aremismanaged and stolen by highly in-
competent and corrupt managements
appointed by thegovernment.

Practicdly dl infragtructureshavecol-
lapsed inthe universities, fromthelec-
turetheaterstolaboratoriesto hostelsto
staff accommodation to morale. Thou-
sandsof ablehhandshaveleft the system
over theyears. The conditionsof service
continueto collgpse.

2009 Agreement (MoU)

In 2001, the government entered into
anagreement with ASUU onvariousis
suespertaining to the state of university
education. Thiscameinto being because
of the struggle of ASUU then. It was
agreed that the Agreement shall be re-
viewed every threeyears.

Theagreement wasduefor review in
2004 but that did not take place until 2007
and thefinal agreement camein 2009.
Thiswasduetoingincerity of thegovern-

ment.

Inessence, itisstill the2001 Agree-
ment that istill in placeten yearsafter.
Within the same period, wehave seena
systematic collapsein education. Fund-
ing hascontinuoudly been cut, intellectu-
aly bankrupt management imposed on
al institutions, feesintroduced and in-
creased arbitrarily, etc. Attackson trade
union rightscontinue, till dateASUU is
dtill bannedin Universty of llorinand the
ASUU activistsvictimized thereare yet

Support LASU Sudents
Sruggle against Fee Hikes!

€ Opposefeeincreasein all LagosSate Schools
€ Defend the Right to Education for All!

Ayo Ayodg|

hncetheLASU authoritiesdeclared

\n October thedraconianincrement

n school fees, LASU students

have embarked on a heroic struggle

against thisgrand assault on education.

They have not only boycotted lectures

they have embarked on exam boycott and
mass protests.

Theover 725% feeincrement wasau-
thorized by the Fasolaled ACN govern-
mentin Lagos. Thefeeswerequiteout-
rageousto say the least and it exposed
the true nature of the ACN for what it
really is—an anti-people party making
pretensiontobe* progressive’.

Fromthenew feetable, theleast pay-
ing student would pay N198,750.00 per
session, whileasmuch asN348,750.00
per sessionwill be paid by medical stu-
dents. Studentsarecurrently paying about
N25,000.00. It wasn't long agothat school
feeswerehiked fromN250.00to thecur-
rent N25,000.00 by the CAN regime of
Tinubu.

No doubt thisisanother mgjor stepto-
wards making education an exclusive
reserve of therich asthereisnoway the
children of theworking class can such
huge sumsof money.

Currently, theLagos State government
saysitispayingN18,700.00totheleast
paid worker in Lagosbut hasnot imple-
mented the 140% wageincrease across
theboardinlinewith the new minimum
wage. How can an averageworker of the
Lagos state government afford to send
hiskidtoLASU?

How can the overwhelming majority
of citizensof Lagosafford LASU, with
factoriesclosing down daily, businesses
folding up, withtheavailablejobspaying

peanuts aswageswith terribleworking
conditions, etc. Unemployment and pov-
erty isindeed widespread.

Education normally givesan edgeto
theindividua nomatter fromwhich back-
ground. However, with these fees, the
children of the working masses cannot
have accessto higher education; there-
forethey are sentenced to life of perma-

nent poverty.
Is Hike in Fees Justifiable?

Theirony of thesituationisthat those
Soearheading theimposition of theseout-
rageousfeesall paid next to nothing for
their own higher education in the past,
thankstothestrugglesof theNigerian Stu-
dentsand massestha madetertiary level
education amost freeinthe past.

For instance, the governor of Lagos
state, Fasolaalso from ahumble back-
ground paid notuitionfeein Universty of
Benininthe80sto study law. Had thisnot
been the case, had tuitionsbeenimposed
inUNIBEN thenheand millionsof Nige-
rianswould not have had accessto edu-

caion.

Thefees, said to betherecommenda
tion of auniversity pandl, issupposed to
maketheuniversty financially indepen-
dent fromthestategovernment. Theques-
tion begging for ananswer iswhy?Why
should agovernment social agency set
up with public funds, maintained with
publicfundsal of asudden now bemade
financially independent from govern-
ment?Who ownsthe publicfund?Whose
respongihility isittofund socia services?

Educationremainsatop socid service
inhuman society that iswhy itisuniver-
sdly declared asaright not aprivilege.

Social servicesareto befunded with
public funds, which are the collective
wedlth of thesociety created by thework-
ing masses.

Lagos state claimsto make morethan
N18hillion per monthfrominternaly gen-
erated revenue, IGR, and morebillions
per month comefrom the Federal Gov-
ernment from proceedsfrom ail, andfrom

Continued on page7

tobefully reinstated in spite of thejudg-
ment of the Supreme Court intheir favor.

The mgjor objectives of the 2009
Agreement according to ASUU’s De-
cember 22011 communiquéare:

“toarrest therot and reversethe decay
intheuniversity syssemin order to repo-
stionit for greater respongibilitiesin na:
tional development;

“toreversethebrain-drain, not only by
enhancing theremuneration of academic
dtaff, but aso by disengaging them from
encumbrancesof aunified civil service
wagestructure;

“to restore Nigerian universities
through immediate, massive and sus-
tainedfinancid intervention; and

“to ensure genuine university au-
tonomy and academic freedom.”

Inthe breakdown of the 2009 Agree-
ment, ASUU didtry to offer several de-
tailed waysout of thecrisisbut the gov-
ernment haveatotally different agenda.

ThelMFWorld Bank inspired agenda
of thegovernment isto destroy education
ingenerd. They arecommitted to cutting
funding, commercidizing and privatizing
it, stifling thinking and cregating an envi-
ronment wheremediocrity reigns.

Destroying Education

Theredlitiesof theday arecollapsing
education sector and aworrying incresse
inthenumbersof uneducated in Nigeria
Thenumber of Nigerianswith atertiary

downstreamoil sector.

cut in public spending, etc.

* For a halt and reversal of all IMF/World Bank inspired
‘reform programmes’ such as privatization, deregul ation,

level certificateis on the decline. This
impliesagrowing reductioninthenum-
ber of skilledworkers.

Thereasonisnot far fromthecutsin
funding for education and other draco-
nian policies. Today, government alloca-
tionto educationisaslow as8%. Thisis
contrary to the UN recommended 26%.
Eventhe8%adlocatedisgrosdy misman-
aged.

For the 2012 budget, education gets
8.23% about N400.15 hillion; thisisactu-
aly lesser than the amount all ocated for
education in 2008, asthe nairahasbeen
devaued from N118.00in 2008 to over
N160.00today.

Though there had been increasesin
wagesdueto the strugglesof theASUU
and workersin the university over the
years, thewages still remain one of the
lowestintheworld andisbeing cut via
thedeval uation of thenairaandinflation.

Working conditionsremainterribleand
thetoolstowork arenot available. Thisis
why noNigerianuniversity isligedinthe
first 6,000 universitiesintheworld. This
isabig scanda when one considersthe
fact that Nigeriahasmadebillionsfrom
oil over theyears.

Thepensionsof workersare under at-
tack; there are thousands of university
workers, lecturers and non-academic
dtaff, who haveretired yearsagoand are
yet to collect their gratuity and pensions.

Continued on page7

WHAT WE STAND FOR

e For an end to fuel price increases and against the
deregulation of the oil sector, for the nationalization of the

* For the nationalizati on of the commanding heightsof the
economy and placing them under the democratic control
and management of workers.

» Against the hypocritical and selective anticorruption
crusade that has no real effect, we stand for the trial and
confiscation of the properties of all those who have stolen
and mismanaged public funds by panels made up of the
working masses.

 For the payment of all outstanding arrears of pensions
and gratuitiesto all worker s nationwide and the abolition
of all bureaucratic bottlenecks aimed at frustrating
pensioners. And the abolition of the reformed pension
schemeaimed at shortchanging wor kers.

 For Free and Qualitative education at all levels. For the
cancellation of all outrageous fees imposed on Nigerian
students.

e For Free and Qualitative health service for all. For
National Health Service, freetoall at the point of need.

* For aN52, 200.00 National MinimumWage linked to the
cost of living.

* For aLabour Party with a Socialist Programme.

» For Socialist policies in the interests of the working
people. Labour must lead the struggle to save the society
from the chaos the capitalist ruling class has created
based on their economic and political policies.

» Forward to a Federated Socialist States of Nigeria as a
basisfor aPan African.
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